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THE SIMPLICITY OF FAITH AS A CON- 


DITION OF FULL REDEMPTION. 


A very interesting and touching letter from a 
distant correspondent, which may appear in a fu- 
ture number of the Guide, with answers to its 
queries, suggests the fact that many, apparently 
sincere seekers after a pure heart, are bewildered 
by misapprehensions of the simple and clear- 
ly defined process of salvation set ‘forth in the 
New Testament. They are watching, waiting, 
praying, and believing, for—they hardly know 
what; and finding nothing in their experience 
answering to their conception of what is implied 
in the terms ‘‘ perfect love,’ or according with 
the experiences that they have heard from the 
lips of others, they remain subject to painful 
doubts, and walk in great spiritual darkness. 
We cannot understand every peculiar case, be- 
cause we cannot read the heart. There may bea 
serious stumbling-block in the way; and perhaps 
the individual may be, as yet, unconscious of it. 
It may be a reluctance to yield some chosen pur- 
suit, the gratification of some powerful appetite, 
the shrinking from some providential cross, the 
unwillingness to acknowledge the soul’s desire 
for a deeper work of grace, and to confess its bar- 
renness of enjoyment — one or several of these 
‘‘ roots of bitterness ’’ may be the hindering cause, 
holding back the presence and grace of the Holy 
Spirit. If, however, the soul is in earnest to en- 
ter fully into the Kingdom of God, in the act of 
seeking admission (not while resting in helpless 
unbelief and inoperative desires and prayers), the 
Holy Ghost, who searcheth the heart, will clearly 
reveal this rock of stumbling, that it may be re- 
moved: for “if any man will do the will of God, 
he shall know of the doctrine.” 

Presuming, then, that one sincerely desires to 
experience the full baptism of the Spirit, and is 
willing to follow the divine Guide wherever he 
may lead, and to drink of whatever cup he may 
place to his lips, what is he to do, and what to 
believe ? 

Years before, perhaps, he came, a sinner, to the 
Father, and ee 

** Gave up eyery plea beside, 
Lord, I am lost, but Jesus died.” 


Penitent for sin, yet unable to atone for it by his 
tears, or to keep himself from sinning, he sim- 


ply trusted in the divine word, that God did, at 


that hour, freely forgive all his sins for Christ’s 
sake. The result of this faith was a delightful 
peace of mind, a filial love towards God, and a 
power to resist temptation, coming either from 


within or without. Gradually, the mind be- 
comes painfully conscious of a struggle on the 
part of subdued appetites and affections to acquire 
their old control; sometimes they gain the tem- 
porary ascendency and bring the conscience into 
distress, and the heart into darkness. But the 
New Testament sets forth Christ as able to save 
‘unto the uttermost,’’ and his blood as “ cleans- 
ing from all sin.” How may I secure the utmost 
power of this “ great salvation’? in my heart ? 
First of all, I must have for my guide the Holy 
Spirit. I pray for the Divine presence, entirely 
relying upon the assurance of my Saviour, that 
the Father is ‘‘ more willing to bestow the Holy 
Ghost upon them that ask him than earthly pa- 
rents are to give good things to their children.’’ 
When I pray, I believe that I hare the Spirit, sim- 
ply because Jestis says I shall have it. He is with 
me; I rely upon this; although, being a Spirit, no 
impression is made by his coming upon my bodi- 
ly senses. I now give up every self-conceived 
idea of the great spiritual work I am seeking, 
and turn solely to the treasure-house of truth — 
the Word of God. What does the New Testament 
propose todo forme? It proposes to relieve me 
from self-condemnation; ‘‘ there is therefore now 
no condemnation to them which are in Christ 
Jesus.” It pledges me an entire victory in this 
inward controversy between my desires and my 
duty. ‘‘ Nay, in all these things we are more 
than conquerors, through him that loved us.’ It 
affirms that my moral nature shall be entirely 
purified. ‘‘The blood of Jesus Christ his Son 
cleanseth us from all sin.” ‘He is faithful and 
just to forgive and to cleanse from all unright- 
eousness.’’ It promises a baptism and indwell- 
ing of the Holy Ghost. ‘‘ That ye might be filled 
with all the fulness of God.”’ 

Now what does the New Testament enjoin upon 
me to do in order to receive all this? It must b 
made. the one desire and business of my life. This 
‘one thing I do”—“ Seek ye jirst the kingdom of 
God and his righteousness.” 

I yield everything I have and am to Christ, 
deliberately, unreservedly, and with the aid of 
the Spirit now with me, to ble what he would 
have me, to do what he would have me, and to 
suffer all his blessed will. ‘If any man will 
come after me, let him deny himeelf, and take up 
his cross daily, and follow me; for whosoever 
will save his life shall lose it.”’ ‘‘ Are ye able to 
drink of the cup that I shall drink of? — they say 
unto him, we are abie.”’ 


I then simply, confidently, humbly repose 


| upon the divine assurance that God does for me, 
| in that moment of penitent, confiding reliance, 


just what he promises to do. 

‘‘ What shall I believe?’ asks the correspon- 
dent referred to above. Not that you are sancti- 
fied before you have a knowledge of the fact, for 
this is simply impossible; not that your heart is 
filled when you have no intimation of it. You 
are not to believe that you receive the blessing of 
** perfect love’? in order to receive it. We can- 
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not force our minds to believe without some ade- | Christians upon this theme, will have the clearest 
quate foundation. But we are, at once, confid- views of the path of life and make the richest dis- 
ingly to trust inthe amazing fact, that when we coveries of its divine resources. 
repose upon the provisions of the atonement God| There are collateral topics, the study of which 
does precisely what he has promised todo. We | both enlarge the mind and afford a firm founda- 
believe now, because he has unqualifiedly as-| tion for its faith. We have just risen from the 
sured us of it, that he does cleanse the heart | examination, in course, of three excellent vol- 
from “all unrighteousness,” and that the blood | umes, bringing home the gospel of the Son of 
of Jesus “‘ cleanses from all sin.” Here we rest | God ina fresh and clear manner to the under- 
in simple, trusting repose, not doubting, moving | standing and affections. The first is styled the 
right forward in Christian duty, unhesitatingly | “ Life of Christ,” and is written by Professor 
clinging to the ‘‘sure word of prophecy.” The Ellicott, of King’s College, London. In a series 
rest of the work is entirely divine. I have not to| of Léctures, plainly written, all the events and’ 
embarrass my consciousness with it. teachings contained in the four Evangelical rec- 
ords are brought out in order and in chronologi- 
cal succession, and the principal difficulties in 
The Holy Spirit, who has led me to the promises | harmonizing themare carefully considered. Full | 
and enabled me to apprehend them, will not fail | and striking notes upon such passages in the gos- 


“To draw, redeem, and cleanse are thine.” 


. ’ in his glorious office. It.is indeed ‘‘ according | pels as suggest any comments are intefspersed 
unto our faith.” As we rely on God’s word, the | along its pages. A sweet and devout spirit and a 
renewing grace is bestowed. _ constant practical application of the theme ren- 

+ Flence our hedirts melt, our eyes o'erflow, der the volume the more interesting, as they 
Our words are lost, nor will we know, certainly make it more profitable. 
Nor will we think of aught beside,— The second volume is entitled, ‘‘ Introduction 
My Lord, my Love, is crucified.” a to the Study of the Gospels.” It is written by 


The presence and work of the Holy Spirit will Mr. Westcott, formerly of Trinity College, Cam- 
be their own witness. We need not compare our bridge, and author of some of the most valu- 
experiences with others; we must not wait for able articles in Dr. Smith’s noble ‘ Dictionary 
emotions or impressions; our one work is to rest | Of the Bible,” the first volume of which has been 
our panting souls upon the specific words of lately published both in England and in this 
promise, and to believe that ‘“‘ every jot and tittle” country. This work enters fully into a considera- 
of it is fufilled, when the terms upon which it is tion of the providential preparations in the world 
offered are met. for the introduction of Christianity, and into the 

Our friend, whose case we have had somewhat | °'igin, authors and characteristics of the differ- 
in our mind in this writing, seems to be embar ent narratives of Christ’s life and teachings. The 
rassed because she appears to be required to be- | Minister, or Sabbath-school teacher, or even pri- 
lieve that she has a certain blessing which she | Yate Christian, could not become familiar with 
knows she has not, in order to obtain it. No! we| its rich treasures of scriptural illustration with- 
are to believe that we have, what God has prom- | Outreceiving great personal advantage, and being» 
ised to give, when we pray; in contradistinction | better prepared to open the fountain of life to the 
; to that unbelief which would require of him a lips of others. | 
| sign, a vision, or an impression upon the senses; The last volume, smaller, and in some respects 
we are to take him upon his pure word, and to be- sweeter for the closet and hours of retirement, is 
lieve that he does simply what he has promised | the ‘‘ Testimony of Christ to Christianity,”’ by 


todo. He never fails to respond to this faith. Peter Bayne, the well-known author of ‘“‘ The 
“To him that in thy name believes he for the 
With thee ts | ’ divine origin of Christianity, founded pon the 

Into himself he all receives, character and testimony of our Lord himeelf. It 

Pardon, and holiness, and heaven.” | is written in asingularly attractive and luminous 


style, and will at once confirm the faith and re- 
fresh the heart of the believer. In these days, 
when unbelief finds its advocates among even the 
SPIRITUAL AND INTELLECTUAL FOOD. professed ministers of the gospel, and distrust is 
thrown On the records of the New Testament, the 
church should gratefully welcome a defence of 
the ancient faith at once so hearty and satisfac- 
tory, and so unanswerable in its logic. Its rich 
and delightful appreciation of the character of 
our Lord will render it a welcome volume to 
those who specially relish any work that brings 
him near to their minds and hearts. 

These volumes are all published by Gould & 


Lincoln, and can be found at any of the book- 
stores. 


WE seek to inculcate in these pages a “ pure and 

| undefiled religion,’’ deep and permanent in its 
t character, practical in its results, and founded up- 
: on an intelligent faith. Tosecure this end, in ad- 
dition to the instructions of the Guide, we have is- 
sued quite a library of well-written literature upon 
the great central doctrines of thecross. Those sin- 
cere lovers of holiness who most carefully study 
the sacred pages, and nourish their faith by the 
perusal of the best works of thoughtful and devout 
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WHAT AFFECTS THE CHILD. 


SAID a clergyman, ‘‘ I never saw my father shed 
atear but once. It was when he was speaking 
about the salvation of his children. We were 
all sitting at the breakfast table, and the matter 
being accidentally introduced, he said, “If one 
of my children should be lost I do not know how 
I could bear it.” I looked up into his face, and 
I saw a tear roll down his cheek. He had often 
been in trouble, lost vessels at sea, been cheated 
by bad men, and met with many disasters in 
business; but'a year before, he had lost a hand- 
some fortune, accumulated by hard labor; but 
I never saw him weep before.” Nothing that 
father could have said would have affected his 
child as powerfully as that unbidden, unwonted, 
but sincere tear. 

Said a candidate for the ministry, when ex- 
amined in reference to his religious experience, 
and the leading means used for his recovery ‘to 
God, “I trace, under God, my salvation to a 
mother’s faithfulness to my childhood. Yes,” 
said he, ‘‘the taking of my little hand within 
hers (I can almost feel it still) as she led me to 
the closet where she poured out her soul for my 
salvation ;. the sound of that dear voice, as I would 
pass her chamber-door, as she wrestled with the 
God of Jacob for her child —these — these, ”’ said 


he, ‘‘ I mark as among the effective means by’ 


which the God of mercy led my soul to himself.” 


*“* When we see the flower-seeds wafted 
From the nurturing mother tree, 
Tell we can, wherever planted, 
What the harvesting will be. 


Never from the blasting thistle 
Was there gathered golden grain; 

Thus the seal the child receiveth 
From the mother will remain.” 


CHILDREN’S CORNER. 


“AND A LITTLE CHILD SHALL LEAD 
THEM.” 


One of our dear brethren in the ministry has 


- been unable for some months to discharge any of 


the public duties of his office, and it is very doubt- 
ful whether he will ever recover his health suf- 
ficiently to resume them. His small yesources 
were soon exhausted. Whither should he turn 
for support for his little family? His wife is an 
invalid. It was an hour of heaviness through 
manifold temptations. He sat upon the bedside 
and looked sadly into the future; his faith had 
well-nigh failed. The tears started from his eyes. 
His wife, who sat by his side, wept also. The 
oldest child, who not only caught from sympathy 
the sorrow of his parents, but could himself, in a 
measure, appreciate the occasion of it, sat near 
them, also in tears. It was an hour of bitterness. 
Let not those who have never been sick, helpless, 
with a dependent family and without earthly sub- 
stance, look coldly upon such a scene. 


‘| 


The youngest child, a very bright little boy, 
now singing among the angels on high, was play- 
ing inthe room. He saw the sadness of his pa- 
rents. Something was wanting. What was it? 
He was uneasy, and finally went intoan adjoining 
room. The door was partially closed. Soon his 
little shrill voice was beard singing; it was an 
evangel from the Father — 


not be discouraged, 
For Jesus is your friend; 
He'll give you grape to conquer, 
An@ keep you to the end.” 


It wasenough. The bow was seen in the cloud. 
Jesus, by the little child, wiped away the tears 
from his seryants’eyes. What awgich return did 
these parerrts, in this one cnpirilice receive for 
all the good seed they had sown in this little 
heart. 

“SUFFER LITTLE CHILDREN TO COME 
UNTO ME.” 


DEAR Jesus, let thy pitying eye 
Look kindly dgwn on me; 

A sinful, weak and helpless child, 
I come thy child to be. 


Oh, blessed Saviour, take my heart, 
This sinful heart of mine, 

And wash it clean in every part; 
Make me a child of thine. 


My sins, though great, thou canst forgive, 
For thou hast died for me; 
' Amazing love! Help me, O Lord, 
Thine own dear child to be! 


** Forbid them not,” the Saviour says; 
‘ Let children come to me; ’’— 

I hear thy voice. Now, dearest Lord, 
I come thy child to be. 


THE GOOD SHEPHERD. 


I LovE thee! I love thee! my own precious 
lamb, 

I died to redeem thee, thy Saviour I am. 

I am the Good Shepherd and care for my sheep, 

And all the young lambs I will tenderly keep. 


1 love thee! I love thee! Dear lamb, do not fear, 
No evil shall harm thee, thy Shepherd is near. 
In my bosom Ill shelter thee, safe in my fold, 
And keep thee in winter secure from the cold. 


1 love thee! I love thee! and in the fierce heat 
Of. summer, when weary and wandering thy 


feet, 
To ever green pastures I’)] bear thee away, 
And near the still waters thy footsteps shall 


stray. 


I love thee! I love thee! And when death is 
near, 

My own precious lamb ! I will quickly appear ; 

My rod and my staff shall then be thy stay, 

And safe through the valley I’1] bear thee away ! 


a 


a. 


10 THERE, THERE IS REST. 
Rev. G. D. BROWNE. 
Allegretto. Partly Composed and Arr. by A. HULL. 


1. Come poor pilgrim, sad and wea-ry Why heaves thy breast ; 
2. There Ms rest for thee in glo- ry, A-mong the blest ; 


3. There are those who’vé gone be + fore us, All who are _ blest ; 
4. There-the gold-en harps are ring-ing, Harps of the blest ; 


Roaming this wide world so drea-ry, | Sigh-ing for rest. 
Lis-ten to the joy-ful sto- ry, There, there is rest. 
Singing now the hap-py cho-rus, There, there is rest. 
And the an-gel bands are sing-ing, There,there is rest. 
Coda. aa ub. Tempo. 
rest, sweet rest. Where the wicked cease from troubling, 
| 
ga 
rest, | sweet rest. Where the wicked cease from troubling, 
—s..* “tr And while we on earth are praying, 


— Jesus the blest ; 
Andthe wea-ry are at rest. | Unto us is sweetly saying 
| | There, there is rest. 
Rest, rest, &c. 


6. 
We shall meet where parting never, 
And the wea-ry are at rest. ‘Comes to the blest ; 


+~—+——,— And we'll safely dwell forever 
: In heavenly rest. 
Rest, rest, &c. 


Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year 1861, by A. HULL, in the Clerk’s Office of the 
_ District Court for the District of Massachusetts. 
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REDEMPTION.—ITS FACTS AND 
MOTIVES. 


But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great | 


love wherewith he loved us, even when we were 
dead in sins, hath quickened us together with 
Christ (by wraee ye are saved), and hath raised 
us up together, and made us sit together in hea- 


venly places in Christ Jesus ; that in the ages to 
come he might show the exeeeding riches of) 


pel comes. Dead while living, — dead 
souls in live bodies,—walking ghosts of 
men that have lost God and heaven, and 
wander, groping and grasping with cease- 
less hunger and blind unrest. 

“ Dead in sin.” Dead hy sin; dead bde- 
cause of sin, by the virus of sin. Dead 
because sin has wrought in their members 


to bring forth fruit unto death till their 


his grace, in his kindness toward us, through | whole being is surcharged with the poison, 


Christ Jesus. — Eph. ii. 4-7. 


THe facts and the philosophies, the 
methods and the morals of the gospel, 
alike excite our wonder. But we never 
see the real glory of the system till we 
come to look upon it as an expedient of 
Almighty love for the rescue and exalta- 


tion of man. The text I have read in 
your hearing contemplates the subjects, 
does not predicate its power thus to raise 


the facts, and the motives of redemption. 
Let us follow this order in our present 
meditation. 


I. Tne Supsects OF THE WORK OF 
man dead dn sin. 
Man is therglory of God. He is the 


- highest work of creation. A little lower 


than the angels — a little lower than “ Elo- 
him,” as the text is: man, fearfully made, 
wonderfully endowed. 
But man is dead; and when death comes 

it hurls down that which was highest to be 
the lowest and most abhorred. Our hor- 
ror is not much of dead trees, it is more 
of dead brutes, but most of dead men; 
and these are dead men to whom the gos- 
11 


and life is gone. Or, if you prefer another 
understanding of it, say dead for sin —as 
the penalty of sin—a culprit, lately 
caught and executed by the law. Or, 
combine the two, and you may grasp the 
fearful significance of * dead in sin.” 
Now, the gospel proposes to bring man 
up to great excellence of character, great 
exaltation of spiritual attainment; but it 


him on any assumption that he is natu- 
rally good, or not naturally wholly evil 
and lost. “* We have received the sentence 
of death in ourselves,” says Paul, “ that 
we should not trust in ourselves, but in 
Christ, who raiseth the dead.” As if he 
had said, “* When I see Saul of Tarsus I 
see a man under sentence of death. I 
cannot trust in such a man; he cannot 
save nor succor. But I trust in Christ, for 
he can raise the dead; and he alone that 
can make a dead man live can give 
life to me.” That is the gospel view. 
There is no good thing native to the hu- 
man soul. Its first salutation to every man 
is a charge of capital offence against the. 


| 
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- 
government, and of thorough heart cor-| ities than in sharply-defined creeds. “They 
ruption. Such is man “ dead in sin.” sit together,” — true Christian love knows 
no party lines, nor partition walls. It is 
so like heaven—so a part of heaven I 
may say — that, with open heart and ex- 
tended arms, it is ready to embrace in its 
affections all the sons and daughters of the 
Lord Almighty. From the moment of 
conversion, does every child of God pos- 
sess something of this grace when 
thé, purifying flame has purged the ‘soul 
from the dross of selfishness, and the heart 
has received a baptism of pure love, 
sweetly filling all the soul, then it is, and 
not till then, that it looks forth among 
all that have named the name of Jesus, and 
exclaims, “ He that doeth the will of my 
Father, the same is my mother, and my 
sister, and my brother.” The union of 
heart which exists among those who are 
really filled with the Spirit of God can 
never be told in the language of earth. 

The peculiar rest of faith appears to be 
conveyed in the word “sit,” in the text; 
implying that the heart’s eager searchings 
and truant wanderings are all at an end 
now, and that its activities and desires are 
no longer of a character to disturb its se- 
rene repose in the will of God. 


Il. Tue Facts or REDEMPTION. 


1. God hath quickened us together with 

Christ. To quicken is to bring to life; 

and God has brought every man from 
death to life, who is a saved man, “ to- 
gether with Christ.” Converting and 
sanctifying power is resurrection power. 

So taught Jesus (John v. 25,) so implies. 

the text, and so does that rich benedic-. 

Me. . tion of Paul upon the Hebrews, “ Now 

the God of peace, which brought again 
from the dead our Lord Jess, that great 
Shepherd of the sheep,. . . make you 
perfect in every good work to do his will,” 
&c. But this being quickened “ together 
with Christ” seems to imply that faith, 
laying hold on him, does so unite the soul 
to him as to make it instantly a partaker 
of the power that awoke him in the tomb 
of Joseph, and lifted him up from Olivet. 
2. “ And hath raised us up fogether, 
and made us sit together in heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus.” Christians are 
not where they were; they have been 
raised up together by the power of God. 
Their characters, their views, their desti- 
nies, have all been elevated by grace ; by 
which, even now, they sit together in heav-| III. Tar Divine Motives In THR 
enly places in Christ Jesus. They occupy| RepEEmMInG Work. 

, places like heaven; they have the tem- 
pers of heaven; they have a measure of 
the peace and joy of heaven. They have 
kindred employments with heaven, and in 


1. “ But God, who is rich in mercy, for 
his great love wherewith he loved us.” 
God’s mercy. furnished him a motive 


, for the T d i 66 
their sweet communings with heaven they|. ,. 4 
a is his strange work. “He delighteth in 
a oF mercy.” “ He giveth manifold mercies,” 


“ My willing soul would stay _|and “his mercy endureth forever.” The 
In such a frame as’this, 


| And sit and sing herself away nye pte lost men was at the prompt- 
To everlasting bliss.” ings of such a nature. In harmony with 


| | this is that other clause, “for his great 
Moreover, the grace of God has so rooted | love wherewith he loved us.” How can 


‘out the selfishness of the heart that there | a holy God love men “dead in trespasses 
is a lovely, heavenly union and concord| and in sins”? Not certainly with ap- 
‘among all that believe and are saved in| proval; but yet with great compassion. 
Christ Jesus. They “sit together.” Their} God loves sinful man, not because he is 
religion is more in love than orthodoxy, lovely, but because he perceives in him 


and finds expression rather in holy char- what may be made so; and the benevo 
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lence of his own nature prompts him to 
seek and to save a valuable creature that 
was lost. 

Passing along the street, some day, your 
eye is arrested by a little boy. He is 
sprightly and active; but. he lies, and 
swears, and steals. You thick in a mo- 
ment what he: AS), and what he might be. 
A moment more; and your purpose is 
formed to take the friendless orphan up; 
to wash him, and clothe: him, and school 
him; and then, if he’ will profit by your 
tioanty , to adopt him 4s a son, and make 
him your heir. You ‘ moved to do this 
by the great love wherewith you love him ; 
and in your yearning compassion, and 
the act to which it prompts you, you bear 
a faint resemblance to God, in the text. 
“ Scarcely for a righteous man would one 
die; peradventure for a good man some 
would even dare to cie: but God commend- 
eth his love unto us, in that, while we were 
yet sinners, in due time Christ died for 
the ungodly.” “God so loved the world 
that he gave his only-begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.” So the 
text, “ But God, who is rich in mercy, for 
his great love wherewith he loved us, even 
when we were dead in sins,” exhibits 
the same truth, — that God is moved to 
the expedients for human salvation, not 
by any goodness in man, but by the be- 
nevolent impulses of his own nature. 

2. But the text sets forth a concurring 
motive. “ That in the ages to come He 
might show the exceeding riches of his 
grace, in his kindness toward us, through 
Christ Jesus.” God designs that future 
ages shall see and admire his grace in us. 
He means to hold us up before the ages 
to come” as specimens and illustrations of 
the provisions and achievements of grace. 
He would make us representative men of 
our times, — men whose lives shall shed 
a guiding light upon the paths of those 
who come after us. The wealth of every 
age is mainly in the worthy lives of them 
that went before. This is true of the state; 


—= 


but it is true with greater emphasis of the 
church. Take the eleventh of Hebrews 


indeed. We drink aynew inspiration frém 
the heroic godliness’of the first’ ages, and 
grow confiding, and fearless, and enduring 
in the presence of ‘Abraham, Daniel, and 
Job. 

Just as God is lifting up the men of the 
olden time for the better inspiration of the 
present, so would he fain lift us up, and 
fill our lives with the glory of great illus 
trative facts and heroic deeds, and send 
our histories down to “ the ages to come.” 
God has ordained that the name of the 
wicked shall rot; but good men live 
mainly after death; and he has wrought 
a noble end in life who dies im peace, 
and bequeaths to the church another spot 
less example. 

Every age ought to furnish its quota of 
men to represent it in the ages that come 
after, —men whose lives shall have made 
and adorned their era, and so contributed 
to swell the measures of the church’s 
wealth; proving to posterity that in their 
day, also, the grape! was the power of 
God. 

Allow me to conclude this discourse 
with a single reflection upon the theme I 
have briefly discussed. What greater en- 
couragement can be afforded to our best 
and highest aspirations than is furnished 
by the text? It covers a large area of 
the spiritual life. It goes back to conver- 
sion ; it discloses the divine method in the 
development of character; and it reveals 
the most beneficent designs of God in ref- 


age. God pities man when he is dead in 
sin, and seeks his restoration. He exerts 
the power by which Christ was resusci- 
tated in the tomb of Joseph to”bring the 
dead man back to life. Thus he wrought 
for each of us that are alive in Christ to- 
day. He has elevated us; he has united 
us in bonds of divinest union and fellow- 
ship ; he has given us peace and rest, and 


already brought us into neighborhood 


& 


away from her, and she would be poor | 


erence to the. ‘saints of, each successive , 
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with heaven. He that has done so much 
will surely give us all things. He loves 
to bless us; he means to exalt us, and 
magnify us, and make us the salt of the 
earth in our own day, and great guiding 
lights for the ages to come. To encour- 
age our faith, and patience, and hope he 
frankly tells us his great design. Ever 
since he drew us from the pit his dealings 
have harmonized with that design; and 
we know, therefore, that when we are 
hungering and thirsting after tighteous- 
ness, and when our souls aspire after all: 
the mind that was in Christ, our Heavenly 
* Father is not ‘opposed to us, nor indiffer- 
ent to us, but is in full sympathy with our 
highest aspirations, and evermore waiting 
to be gracious. Nay, our very desires are 
inspired by him; and even now, while we 
pray, the Spirit helpeth our infirmities 
with groanings which cannot be uttered. 

I know youask, Why, then, do the bless- 
ings.we seek so earnestly seem to delay 
their coming? I answer, Certainly not 
because of any reluctance on the part of 
God to give them: but, perhaps, sometimes 
because we ask amiss; sometimes because 
we lack fervor of desire; sometimes be- 
cause our consecration is not complete; 
sometimes we lack faith, and sometimes 
God will test our patience. 

But you ask again, If God is in sympa- 
thy with our highest aspirations in the 
divine life, why does he allow trials and 
obstacles to beset our way ? I answer, The 
encounters you have with these trials are 
the very methods God is taking for your 
discipline and training for heaven. Do 
not deceive yourself by thinking of your 
trials too much. Life is} not mainly an 
experience of sorrow to you. Your bless- 
ings are more in number and weight than 
your calamities, and your helps are infi- 
nitely more than your hindrances. Look 
up. Be of good cheer. He that has be- 
pun a good work in you will perform it 
unto the day of Jesus Christ. 


hold, am held by, the cross. 


ENTIRE SANCTIFICATION. 


I. Tue Nature or ENTIRE SANC- 
TIFICATION. | 

It may be defined to be an entire con- 
formity of heart and life to the will of 
God, as made known to us in his word. 
The term “ to sanctify,” so often employed 
by the sacred writers, has two leading 
meanings. 1. It signifies to consecrate, ~ 
to separate from a common use, and dedi- 
cate to God and his service. 2. It sig- 
nifies to cleanse from moral corruption, to 
make holy. In both these senses it ap- 
plies to the subjects of entire sanctifica- 
tion. They are consecrated to God, and 
cleansed “ from all unrighteousness.” 

1. It does not differ in ESSENCE from 
regeneration. — It introduces no new prin- 
ciple into the experience of the Chris- 
tian, but is only the growth and perfection 
of that moral change which is effected in 
‘every one that is born of the Spirit.” 
“ Regeneration,” says Mr. Wesley, “is a 
part of sanctification, not the whole; it 
is the gate to it, the entrance into it. 
When we are born again, then our sanc- 
tification, our inward and outward holi- 
ness, begins; and thenceforward we are 
gradually to grow up in Him who is our 
head.” * In regeneration there is an in- 
fusion of spiritual life into the soul, in 
which life all the graces of the Christian 
character are virtually included; but in 
the work of sanctification these graces are 


| unfolded and matured. 


doés not imply a state or indefee- 
libility. — Absolute perfection belongs to 
God alone, and lies infinitely beyond the 
reach of all created beings. Nor is it 
possible that we should attain either an- 
gelic or Adamic perfection. As toangels 
they are a superior order of intelligen-. 
ces; and though their knowledge is doubt- 
less limited, yet we must suppose that it 
is perfect in its kind — that their under- 
standing is as clear as the light, and their 


* Wesley’s Works, vol. i. p. 406. 
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judgment always true. And as they have 
ever maintained that sinless purity in 
which they were originally created, the 
fire of their holy affections must burn with 
an intensity, and their services must be 
performed with a faultless precision and 
rectitude, which are not possible to fallen 
man in his present state of being. 

“ Neither car any man}, while he is in 


) a corruptible body, attain Adathic pet- 


fection. ‘Adam, before his fall, ‘was an- 


doubtedly as pure, as free from sin, as thie 
holy angels. In like manner his under- 
standing was as clear as theirs, and his 
affections as regular. In virtue of this, 
as he always judged right, so he was able 
always to speak and act right. But since 
man rebelled against God the case is 
widely different with him. He is no 
longer ab'e to avoid falling into innumer- 
able mistakes, consequently he cannot al- 
ways avoid wrong affections ; neither can 
he always think, speak, and act right. 
Therefore man, in his present state, can 
no more attain Adamic than angelie per- 


gection.” * 


8. It does not exclude the possibility of 


‘temptation. — To be tempted is reconcil- 


able to the highest degree of moral per- 
fection. This is evident from the history 
of our first parents. No one will deny 


' that in their primitive state they were 


perfectly ‘pure and holy; and yet they 
were subjects ‘of temptation. But it is 
more strikingly evident from the history. 
of our Lord. Though he was “holy, 
harmless, undefiled,” and “ separate from 
sinners,” yet he “ was in all points tempted 
like asi we are.” It is, therefore, not to 
be expected that any state of grace which 
we can attain in this life will place us:be- 
yond the reach of temptation. Indéed, 
a liability to temptation seems to be ne- 
cessarily involved in the very idea of a 
probationary state. | 
What, then, is implied in that state of 
grace which we call entire sanctification ? 


To this we answer, that it implies the ma- 


* Wesley’s Works, vol. ii. p. 168. 


turity or perfection of all the fruits of the 
Spirit which compose the Christian char- 
acter. ‘These are “ love, joy, peace, long- 
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meek- 
ness, temperance.” Gal. v. 22, 23. It 
implies obedience to the law of love. 
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy mind. This is the first and 
great commandment; and the second is 
like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor 
as thyself.” Matt. xxii. 37-39. “ Love,” 
‘says St. Paul, “ is the fulfilling of the law.” 
om. xill. 10. We conclude, therefore, 
that the whole of entire sanctification or 
Christian perfection is included in the 
phrase, “ perfect love,” as employed by 
St. John. He tells us that “there is no 
fear in love; but perfect love casteth out 
fear.”, 


SANCTIFICATION. 


That a state of perfected holiness or 
entire sanctification is attainable may be 
argued from various considerations drawn 
from the sacred Scriptures. 

1. Such a state ts expressly command 
ed. —'Thus God said unto Abraham, 
“ Walk before me, and be thou perfect.” 
Gen. xvii. 1. And our Lord said to his 
disciples, “ Be ye therefore perfect, even 
as your Father which is in heaven is per- 
fect.” Matt. v.48. These passages are 
not to be considered as requiring of men 
a perfection like that of the Deity, un- 
limited and absolute; but a perfection is 


certainly required, and it can mean nothing 


less than an entire conformity of heart 
and life to the will of God. Hence we 
are commanded to be * holy in all manner 
of conversation,” and to love God with 
all the heart, soul, and mind, and our 
neighbor as ourselves. 

Are we, then, capable of com»lying 
with these requirements ? ‘Io say we are 
not, is virtually to say, with the slothful 
servant, that God isa hard master, * reap- 


ing where” he has “ not sown, and gath- 


II. Tue ATTAINABILITY OF ENTIRE 
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ering where” he has “ not strewed.” It 
is to say that we are held responsible for 
what is not in our power —that for the 
non-performance of what is absolutely im- 
possible we are in danger of eternal fire ; 
for it is expressly declared ‘that without 
holiness “no man shall see the Lord.” 
But if it be allowed that we are capable 
of complying with these injunctions, the 
possibility of holiness or Christian perfec- 
tion will necessarily follow. 

2. Fo. the ceased this state we 
are freqtently exhorted. —* I beseech you, 
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 
God, that ye present your bodies a livi 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which 
is your reasonable service.” Rom. xii. 1. 
“ Tlaving, therefore, these promises, dear- 
ly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from 
all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, per- 


— fecting holiness in the fear of God.”, 2 


Cor. vii.1. In these passages, which are 
only a specimen of what might be quoted, 
a full deliverance from sin is clearly indi- 
cated. ‘The latter passage especially goes 
to the extent of the entire sanctification 
of the whole man, a cleansing “from all 
filthiness of the flesh and spirit ;” the ob- 
tainment of perfect holiness. 

8. This gracious state is also made the 
subject of explicit promise. — “ Come now, 
and let us reason together, saith the Lord. 
Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall 
be as white as snow ; though they be red 
like crimson, they shall be as wool.” Isa. 
i. 18. ‘Then willl sprinkle clean water 
upon you, and ye shall be clean. From 
all your filthiness, from all your 
will I cleanse you.” Ezek. ¥xxvi. 2 
“ Thou shalt call his name Jesus; for . 
shall save his people from their sins.” 
Matt. i. 21. \“ If we confess our sins, he 
is faithful and’ 4ust to forgive us our sins, 
and “4 clean us from all unrighteous- 
ness.” 1Johni.9. “The of Jesus 
Christ cleanseth us from all sin.” It must 
be evident to, every candid mind that 
these Scriptures hold out a deliverance 

from the vary inbeing of sin, as well as 


from its guilt and dominion. It follows, 
therefore, that if we would not charge 
God with tantalizing man by such “ great 
and precious promises,” we must admit 
the attainability of entire sanctification. 
4. Itis, moreover, the object of special 
prayer. — David prayed, “ Create in me 
a clean heart, O God; and renew a right 
spirit within me.” Psa. li. 10.. Our Lord 
taught his disciples to pray that the will 
of God might “be done in earth as it is 
in heaven.” Here the standard of moral | 
rectitude ahd setvicd is ‘placed sublimely 
high. ‘The rule to be observed is the will 
of God. - The manner in which his will 
should be obeyed is, as it is done in 
heaven. If angels are sinless and pure, 
rendering to God a full and consistent 


language of our Lord himself, to pray for 
that degree of sanctity which will at least 
preserve us from all voluntary transgres- 


ness is impossible, how can the putting of 
this prayer into our lips be harmonized 
with sincerity and truth? But that it is 
attainable, is manifest from our Lord’s 
own prayer for his beloved disciples. Jn 
addressing the Father in their behalf he 
uses this notable petition: “ Sanctify them 
through thy truth: thy word is truth.” 
John xvii. 17. 

We next adduce,in this connection the 
expressions of Sty, Paul, which exhibit 
his views of this important subject. “ 
the God of peace, that brought again fi i 
the dead our Lord Jesus, that great She pP- 
herd of the sheep, through the blood of 
-| the everlasting covenant, make ‘you perfect 
in every good work to . his will, working 
in you that which is well-pleasing in his 
sight through Jesus Christ.” Heb. Xlii. 
20, 21. Again: “ The very God of peace 
sanctify you wholly; and I pray God 
your whole spirit and soul and body be 
preserved blameless unto the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” 1 Thess. v. 23. 


is included in the doctrine of holiness; 


obedience, then are we authorized, by the > 


sion. If the attainability of entire holi- - 


This passage evidently embraces all that 
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and it therefore follows, either that the 
apostle prayed for what he believed to be 


unattainable, or that he believed in the) i 


attainability of entire sanctification. But 
as the former is too absurd to be supposed, 
the latter must be admitted. 

To this we add that sublime prayer 
which the apostle offered for his | Ephesian 
brethren’ “For this cause I’ bow my 
knees unto the Father of our Lord J ess 
Christ, of whom the whole family in heav- 
ch and; eanth is Hamed, that he! would 
grant you, according to the riches of his 
glory, to be strengthened with might by 
his Spirit in the inner man; that Christ 
may dwell in your hearts by faith; that 
ye; being rooted and grounded in love, 
may be able to comprehend with all saints 
what is the breadth, and length, and 
depth, and height; and to know the love 
of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that 
ye may be filled with all the fulness of 
God.” Eph. iii. 14-19. 

5. The doctrine of entire holiness is 
confirmed by personal examples. — Thus 
it is said of Noah that he “ was a just man 
and perfect in his generations,” and that 
he “ walked with God.” Gen. vi. 9. Itis 
also said of Job that he “ was perfect and 
upright, and one that feared God, and es- 
chewed evil.” Job i.1. And the sacred 
historian informs us that Zacharias and 
Elizabeth “ were both righteous before 
God, walking in all the commandments 


ordinances of the Lord blameless.”* 
Luke i. 6. . When our blessed Redeemer, 


who knows the hearts of all men, “ saw 
Nathanael coming ‘to him,” ‘he exclaimed 
“ Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is 
no guile!” John i. 47. In accordance 
with these examples, St. Paul speaks of 
those who had attained Christian perfec- 
tion. ‘ Howbeit, we speak wisdom among 
them that are perfect.” 1 Cor. i. 6. 
“ Let us, therefore, as many as be perfect, 
be thus minded.” Phil. ii. 15. 

These are some of the leading argu- 
ments in support of the attainableness of 
entire holiness or Christian perfection. 


He who examines them with care and 
candor will hardly fail to conclude that it 
is the Christian’s privilege to be cleansed 
“from all unrighteousness ;” to love the 
Lord with all his heart, and his neighbor 


as himself; and to perfect “holiness in 
the fear of God.” 


ay 


REV. MR. HAMMOND AND THE 
YOUNG LAWYER. 

4 

Rev. Mr. Hammond, while a student of the 
Bangor Theological Seminary, visited Scotland 
for his health. While there he first introduced 
himself to the religious public by giving inter- 
esting accounts of the progress of religion in the 
United States, and especially by recounting the 
blessed effects of the daily union prayer meet- 
ings among business men, in some of the princi- 
pal cities of this cou _ Revivals followed his 
labors, some of th 
character and extent.” Upon his return to this 
country his labors were sought by many churcheg 
in New England; and, particularly, in some of 
the cities and towns in Maine, very interesting 
and powerful revivals followed. | 

Many of the incidents attending these revival 
labors found their way iuto the public printa, 
and excited much attention. A general desire 
having been expressed that they should be gath- 
ered and pubiished, Mr. Hoyt, of Boston, will 
soon issue a handsome duodecimo yolume, em- 
bodying the most remarkable features in the 
work of this young and earnest Evangelist. It 
is entitled ‘‘The Harvest Work of the Holy 
Spirit.” We select from the unpublished sheets 
of the forthcoming volume an account of the 
cdniversion of a young lawyer of Lewiston, Me., 
son of a well-known and respected Senator in 
Congress. 


‘“ Mr. FESSENDEN detailed at some 
length the story of his conversion, which 
enchained the attention of the large audi- 
ence, and came home to many a heart. 
Mr. F. spoke nal as follows: — 

“¢T cannot refrain from: saying that it 
is repugnant to my natural feelings to 
speak of myself; but in the hope that it 
may, possibly, with God’s blessing, be the 
means of some little good, 1 will speak. 
I feel impelled to speak for the cause of 
Jesus, and of my late experience, though 
my words be feeble. My story is a sim- 


ple one. But a short time since I had 


‘ry remarkable in their | 
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supposed that I was possessed of a strong 
will, of good nerves, and of a clear judg- 
ment. I did not. think I was emotional, 
and I remarked to a friend with whom I 
was conversing, and who mentioned that 
Mr. Hammond was creating an excite- 
ment, that if he could raise any emotion 
in me I should like to have him, for it 


.), was dull; and it had been so long since I 
“had felt emotion, that } should like to feel 
_ it. } One Sunday evening \it‘entered my 


‘mind that I would go and hear. I went, 
and: listened intently, but if was with} no 


“expectation that it would afford me any 


pleasure except that of hearing one who, 
from report, appeared to be an earnest 
and impassioned speaker. I listened to 
him and went away. I descanted to my 
friends upon his power of illustrating, 
and told them that he drew upon his 
travels for his figures of speech. I was 
utterly indifferent so far as my personal 
state was concerned. Some time after, I 
attended again, and listened attentively. 


I fastened my eye upon the speaker, 
and, for some moments, his gaze was riv- 


eted on mine, as he invited me, in 
tones of impassioned earnestness, to come 
to Christ. It was thus I began to think, 
Is this real? Is it necessary? Is it a 
duty we have resting upon us? But, 
when the sermon closed, I walked down 
the aisle, and out of church alone. I 
thought then, There is no necessity of my 
stopping here to talk with these people; 
it will do well enough for persons not in 
the habit of thinking for themselves, but 
not for me. I concluded that I would 
not go again, but, on reflection, I said, I 
will go; I-am not afraid to hear the man. 
I went. I was interested in the sermon. 
I was interested in the experience of Mr. 
Wight. I was interested and moved by 
the affecting prayer for physicians and 
lawyers, more particularly, perhaps, be- 
cause I had been introduced to Mr. Ham- 
mond during the day, and thought he 
might have me in his mind, and my heart 
was somewhat phteped ; but I did not 


heed the invitation to stop: steeling 
my heart, I walked to the door. 

“¢]T was overtaken by bim. He urged 
me, and a friend who was with me, to 
remain. He said my old father was pray- 
ing for me, and kindly pressed me to 
stay. He asked me to promise him that 
I would pray that night, but I refused the 
promise, and said, 1 would see him the 
next day. As I walked down the still 
street my feelings overcatne me, and I 


wept ;;but when J neared my home I en- 


deavored | t ‘out, all my feélings of 
remorse, so that I might enter the pres- 
ence of my wife calm and unmoved, for I 
would not let her see that a man in the 
prime of life could be so wrought upon, 
and appear so unmanly. I sat down, but 
my grief came over me, and I covered 


my face with my handkerchief. She Pan 
I choked down i 
my sensations for the moment, and said, 


sought to comfort me. 


“ This is excitement — it will pass away ;” 
but she replied, “ It is the Spirit of God 
struggling with you,” and begged me to 
yield to its influences. I was softened. 
I asked her to pray. She did so, and 
asked me to pray, and for the first time 
since I was a young boy I knelt and 
prayed. The next morning Mr. Adams 
met me. He talked a moment with me 
in the street, and I invited him to my 
office. He then talked and prayed with 
me, and I tried to pray. He left, and 
during that day I was overwhelmed with 
mental anguish. My sins w@re before 
me. ‘The memory of my past life came 
vividly to my mind, and temptations and 
suggestions of all sorts pressed upon me 
to shake off these delusions; but I prayed 
constantly and fervently in my mind that 
the Spirit of God would not leave me, 
but would continue to strive. That even- 
ing I attended meeting, and heard the 


story of the Son of God; that he came | 


to save the lost; that for our sakes he 
was treated as though a guilty rebel; of 
his agony upon the cross; and when I 
listened to the words of the dying Jesus, 
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in the extremity of agony, “My God! 
my God! why hast thou forsaken me ?” 
my heart melted. I stopped at the in- 
quiry meeting, and on my knees I prom- 
ised God that if he would forgive my 
sins I would take sides with Jesus, — that 
I would stand up for Jesus,—give ney 
heart to him, and would trust to him and 
be his. I was at peace. Hence I am 
willing to stand up and speak to you to- 
night. This may’seem to. some a, simple 


story, but appears a solemn réality to 
me. > 99 


LIFE A SUCCESS. 


A late number of the Oberlin Evangelist records 
the dying testimony of Rey. Elijah C. Winches- 
ter, M.D., of Buffalo, N. Y., to the power of that 
“Jove that casteth out all fear.’ Dr. W. gradu- 
ated at Oberlin in 1842, intending to preach, but 


—& failure of health prohibiting this, he turned his 


attention to the practice of medicine. The Evan- 
gelist thus speaks of the last months of his life: — 


Durine the last two years of his life he 
has been walking on the verge of the 


grave, — the outer man perishing, but the 
inner man renewed day by day. It is 


- rare that we have known such an exem- 


plification of the power of a living Christ, 
seen and loved and most manifestly pres- 
ent to the soul of his trusting child. Such 
were our impressions in our last and 


sweetly solemn interview with him, No- 
\vember 10,1860. They have been only 


vonfirmed by what we learned from his 
near friends during the week past. Revé 
Henry Smith, D.D., his paitor, kindly 
favored us with the blewien notes : — 
“J can never describe ‘the smile of 
peace, joy and triumph, with which he 
greeted me when I first visited his dying 


-bed. I said to him, ‘My brother, I hav@& 


not come to weep with you; I have come 
to rejoice with you.’ ‘ Yes,’ said he, ‘ my 
life is ended, but it is a success.’ ; 

“ At the close of this interview I said, 
‘I hope you find in yourself a submissive 
apirit.’ 

“«T suppose,’ he replied, ‘I know what 


you mean by submission, but it is a long 
time since I have had the feeling. God’s 
will ts my will. My heart goes forth to it 
with joy. I have my pains and suffer- 
ings, and seasons of darkness, but what 
of that? My hand is in the hand of 
Christ; and where he leads me [ rejoice 
to go. And,’ said he, ‘exhort Christians 
to loc away, from themselves to Christ. 


He is ‘an all-sufficient Saviour. Iam com- 
wn Christ. ask nothing different, 
nothing otherwike: 


“On one of the last occasions when I 
saw him, referring, apparently, to the 
defects of his faith, he quoted the text, — 
‘“T am not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ, for it is the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth.” 
That,’ said he, ‘was the text of my first 
sermon. I dclieved it then; but, oh, I 
know u now!’ 

“¢ What is your strong proof and reli- 
ance, said IJ, ‘that when this struygle 
shall be over, you shall awake beyond the 
river, and say to yourself, “The great 
catastrophe is past, — death is over, and 
I am still alive ?”’ 

“<T never think of that,’ said he. ‘I do 
not speculaté; I''do not doubt; I know, 
yes, I KNOW that my Redeemer liveth, 
and I shall live also: Christ is with me 
in my heart, the hope of glory.’ 

“ He intimated that for two years past 
his victory ovér the world and the tempta- 
tions of the adversary had been well-nigh 
et mplete. Now his faith amounted to 
knowledge, — to perfect assurance, and 
to entire, unwavering trust in God. 
When I asked him if he felt no anxiety 
for his family, he replied, ‘None. It 
would be the basest iferatitude, after my 


“experiences of the faithfulness of God, to 


distrust him longer. All will be well.’ 
Said Dr. S., in his funeral sermon, 
“You remember the anthem of triumph 
which burst from his lips as we were gath- 
ered round his bed on Sabbath evening 
[the last evening before his death]. Like 
Stephen, he gazed steadfastly upward, 
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and then’ there. burst forth these words, 
which sounded in our ears like a pean of 
victory : — 


‘ Girt with the love of God on every side, 
Breathing that love as heaven's own healing 
air, 
I work and wait, still following my Guide, 
Braving each foe, escaping every snare. 
Tis what I know of Thee, my Lord and God, 
That fills era soul with peace, my lips with 
song.’ 


Then, : as if returning to earth, he 


to a Christian brother who sat on his bed- 
side, and said, ‘ Brother, this pays; the 
religion of — pays. Invest largely 
in it.’ 

“T left him, never more to hear a voice 
which had come to be music to my ears, 


saying, as I bade him adieu, ‘I must go, 


effect that, several years ago, his heart | 


but I leave Christ with you.’ 

“*Yes’ said he, ‘leave him, but take 
him with you.’” 

We quote again from the funeral ser- 
mon: “In one connection he intimated 
to me that he thought it had been a sin 
in him that his opinions about the gospel 
scheme had been too liberal. I under- 
stood him to mean that he had extended 
his charity, his hope of their salvation, to 
many who really knew nothing of Christ 
as a divine and almighty Saviour, a Sa- 
viour from sin, as well as from the punish- 
ment of sin.” | 

Hoping it may prove a service to the 
cause of evangelical truth, we venture to 
place alongside of the last paragraph the 
amount of certain statements Dr. W. 
made to us nearly;two years since, to the 


was strongly drawn towards that well- 
known class of philanthropists | iho coms 
bine eaknest anti-s sai: sentiments, and 
a high tone of humanitarianism generally, 
with a gospel system in which there is 
practically no atoning sacrifice and no 
divine Helper. 

After a season he became sensible of a 


great void which such a gospel did not | 


begin to fill; was led to inquire, from a 
new standpoint, for those richer glories 


| hig religious life with feelings of horror in 


of the true gospel,— a Christ once dying 
for us, now living and energizing within. 
us; since which this gospel had been to 
him, in a higher sense than ever before, 
“the power of God unto salvation.” He 
now looked back to that critical period of 


view of his peril, but of most tender 
gratitude to God forvhis deliverance. 

“My life is ended,” ¢ said, John Jacob } 
Astor; “and here are ten millions, 4 the 
fruit of my labor, — yet my Aife a 
failure” 

“My. life is ended,” said the dying 

Winchester, “ but it is a success.” Yet, 
our brother had amassed no worldly 
treasure. Stocks, houses and lands he 
had none. As to the great objects of 
‘human endeavor, he had failed in every 
direction. Poor health blasted his hopes 
of labor in the ministry ; poor health crip- 
pled his work in the medical profession ; 
seeking health in the Carolinas, he had 
accumulated a moderate amount of earn- 
ings there, to see it swept clean from his 
grasp by secession and bad faith. An in 
vestment in New Jersey, which he had 
hoped might be a future home for his 
family, slipped from his hand; so thas 
he died empty-handed; yet he could 
truly say, “ My life is a success/”- Yes, 
my brother, to have gained such a Christ 
is a success indeed! And to stand on the 
grave’s brink amid such hopes, and m 
presence of this one Infinite Gain, and 
pronounce thy life a success, is morally, , 
gloriously sublime. 

It was fit that sueh/a child God 

should . pags from earth to his Saviour’s 
presence in ithe exultation of Christian 
triumph. His surviving widow gave us 
his last words: —*I have no doubt I 
am going to Jesus, for I love him with 
all my heart, and he knows it!” 

“ Many have puzzled themselves about 
the origin of evil. I observe there is evil, 
and that there is a way to escape it, and 
with this I begin and end.” 
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a : THY WILL BE DONE.— CELESTIAL JERUSALEM. 171 
| | So the rising sun appears, 
3 THY WILL BE DONE. Shedding radiance o'er the spheres; 
So returning beams of Jigcht 
: iv 
| WE ace not, know not; all our wee Chase the terrors of the night. 
Is night; with Thee alone is day. 
From out the torrent’s troubled drift, . 
° Above the storm our prayer we lift, : : > 
thy CELESTIAL JERUSALEM. 
‘ FROM THE LATIN OF BERNARD. 
oe The flesh may fail, the heart may faint, ' : 
% } Es But who are we to make complaint, } To thee, dear, dear country, 
ty to plead in times like these | Mine eyes their vigils keep; 
| he weakness of our love of ease? For very love, beholding 
z Thy will be done 4 | Thy happy name, they. weep. 
mt 
We take with solemn thankfulness of tay 
Our burden up, nor ask it less, 
: Aud count it joy that even we ’ And medicine in sickness, i 
May suffer, serve, or wait for Thee, 
_ will be done! Brief life is here our portion, 
Brief sorrow, short-lived care; 
dim on yes line, whe tate that knows no endin 
We trace thy picture’s wise design, ite Be 
And thank Thee that our age supplies 
The dark relief of sacrifice. oP 
| Thy wil ! 
Where teags are ever banished, 
| And if, in our unworthiness, And joys have no alloy. 
Thy sacrificial wine we press, 
If from thy ordeal’s heated bars 
Our fect are seamed with crimson scars, whe 
‘st, 
The hyssop on the wall. 
If, for the age to come, this hour Thy ageless walls are bounded 
Of trial hath vicarious power, With amethyst unpriced ; 
And, blest by ‘Thee, our present pain The saints built up its a 
Be Liberty’s eternal gain, And the corner-stone is Christ. 
Thow hast no shore, fair ocean, 
Strike, Thou, the Master, we thy keys, 
The anthem of the destinies! 
The minor of thy loftier strain, U 
Our hearts shall breathe the old refrain, 
4 
pay Thine is the victor’s laurel, 
| i. — And thine the golden dower. 
. ty. They stand, those halls of Zion, 
JESUS RISING. Conjubilant with song, 
And brig! it with many an angel, 
The Pringe’ is ever in them, 
MORNING breaks upon the tomb, Pie * The light is aye serene; 
Jesus dissipates its gloom! The pastures of the blessed 
Day of triumph through the skies— Are decked in glorious sheen. 
See the glorious Saviour rise! _. 
ge There is the throne of David, 
Christians, dry your flowing tears, And there, from toil released, 
Chan Mars; The shout of them that triumph, 
Look on his deserted abate The song of them that feast. 
Doubt no more his power to savy. And they beneath their Leader, ~ 
_Ye who are of death afraid, Who conquered in the Gsht, 
in the scattered shade; Forever and forever 
drive your anxious cares away, Are clad in robes of white. 
See the place where Jesus lay. Hymns on Heaven. 
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THE CHRISTIAN SOLDIER 
ENCOURAGED. 


1 TIM. vi. 12. 


~ MUCH in sorrow, oft in woe, 
Onward, Christians, onward go; 
Fight the fight, and, worn with strife, 
Steep with tears the bread of life. 


Onward, Christians, onward go, 
Join the war, and face the foe; 
Faint not — much doth yet remain, 
Dreary is the long campaign. 


Shrink not, Christians — will ye yield? 
Will ye quit the painful field? 

' Fight till all the conflict’s o’er, 
Nor your foemen rally more. 


But when loud the trumpet blown 
Speaks their forces overthrown, 
Christ, your Captain, shall bestow 
Crowns to grace the conqueror’s brow. 


THE ANCHOR WITHIN THE VEIL. 


AMID the shadows and the fears 
That overcloud this home of tears, 
Amid my poverty and sin, 
The tempest and the war within, 
I cast my soul on thee, 
Mighty to save even me, 
Jesus, thou Son of God! 


Drifting across a sunless sea, 
Cold, heavy mist encurtaining me; 
Toiling along life’s broken road, 
With snares around and foes abroad, 
I cast my soul on thee, 
Mighty to save even me, 
Jesus, thou Son of God! 


Mine is a day of fear and strife, 
A needy soul, a needy life, 

A needy world, a needy age; 
Yet, in my perilous pi'grimage, 
I cast my soul on thee, 
Mighty to save even me, 
Jesus, thou Son of God! 


To thee I come — ah! only thou 
Canst wipe the sweat from off this brow; 
Thou, only thou canst make me whole, 
: | and soothe the fever of, my soul; 
Icast my soul on thea, 
3 Miglity to save even 


Jesus, thoy Son of God! 


On thee I rest thy love and grace 
Are my sole rock and resting-place ; 
In thee my thirst and hunger sore, 
Lord, let me quench forevermore. 
e Icast my soul on thee, 

Mighty to save even me, 

Jesus, thou Son of God! 


‘Tis earth, not heaven; *tis night, not noon; 
The sorrowless is coming soon; 
But till the morn of love appears, 
Which ends the travail and the tears, 
I cast my soul on thee, 
Mighty to save even me, 
_ Jesus, thou Son of God! 


WHERE ARE THE NINE? 


“And Jesus answering Ba. Were there not ten cleansed? 
but where are the nine? ere are not found that retu 
ed to give glory to God, sive this stranger.” Luke xvii. i7, 


TEN cleansed, and only one 
Who would havé thought our nature's stain 
Was dyed so foulj'so deepin grain? jy 

Even He who reads the heart, 
Knows what he gave and what we lost, 
Sin’s forfeit, and redemption’s cost, — 
By a short pang of wonder crossed, 

Seems at the sight to start. 


Yet ’twas not wonder, but His love 
Our wavering spirits would reprove, 
- That heaven-ward seemed so free to move 

When earth can yield no more: 

Then from afar on God we cry ; 

But should the mist of woe roll by, 

Not showers across an April sky 
Drift, when the storm is o’er, © 


Faster than those false drops and few 

Fleet from the heart, a worthless dew. 

W hat sadder scene can angels view 
Than self-deceiving tears, 

Poured idly over some dark page 

Of earlier life, though pride or rage 

The record of to-day engage, | 
A woe for future years? 


Spirits, that round the sick man’s bed 
Watched, noting down eaclif prayer he made, 
Were your unerring roll displayed 

His pride of health to abase; 
Or, when soft showers in season fall, 
Answering a famished nation’s call, 
Should unseen fingers on the wall 

Our vows forgotten trace; 


How should we gaze in trance of fear! ss 

Yet shines the light as thrilling clear 

From heaven upon that scroll severe, 
‘“‘Ten Cleariséd, arid one remain!”? 

Nor strer would the blessing prove 

Of humbled hearts that own Thy love, 

Should choral welcome from above 
Visit our senses plain, 


Than by Thy placid voice and brow, 

With healing first, with comfort now, 

Turned upon him, who hastes to bow 
Before Thee heart and knee; 

“Oh! thou who only wouldst be blest, 

On thee alone my blessing rest! 

Rise, go thy way in peace, possessed 


Forevermore of me.’? 
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LETTER OF BRADFORD THE 
MARTYR. 


A letter which he wrote to a faithful woman 
in her heaviness and trouble, most comfortable 
for all those to read that are afflicted and broken- 


hearted for their sins. 

AH, my dearly, and most dearly beloved 
in the Lord, how pensive is my heart at 
present for you, by reason of the fearful | n 
judgment of our God, which evén now I 
heard of for truth. May God our good 
Father for his great mercies’ sake in Christ 
have mercy upon us, and comfort you, my 
dear heart, with his gternal consolation, 
as I desire to be comforted by him in my 
greatest need. Amen. 

The bearer can tell you the cause why 
I have not sent to you since the receipt of 
your letter. Yea,if I had not heard for 
truth of this heavy chance, you had not 
heard from meas yet. For I began of 
late worm for your comfort, 
whereof I send you now a part, because 
my heart is heavy for your sake, and I 
cannot be quiet till I hear how you do in 
this cross, wherein I beseech you, my 
dear sister, to be of good comfort, and to 
be no more discouraged than David was 
by Absalom’s death; the good Jonathan, 
by his father Saul’s fearful end; Adam by 
that of Cain; Noah of Ham; Bathsheba 
by the terrible end of her father org grand- 
father Achitophel, &c. Not that Futterly 
condemn and judge your father, for I 
leave it to God, but because the fact of 
‘itself. declares God’s secret and fearful 
judgment and justice towards him and all 
men, and his great mercy towards us, ad- 
imonisbing all the world howthe is to be 
feared, and that Satan does not sleep 
—and especially warning us his children 
how weak and miserable we are of our- 
selves, and how happy we are in him, who 
have him to be our father, protector, and 
keeper, and shall have forevermore, so 
that no evil shall touch us, further than 
shall be to our Father’s glory and to our 
everlasting advantage. And therefore 


let this judgment of God be an occasion 
to stir us up to walk more carefully be- 
fore God, and to cast our whole care un- 
feignedly upon our dear Father, who 
neither can nor will leave us; for his 
calling and gifts are such that he can never. 
repent of them. Romans xi. 

Whom he loveth, he loveth to the end; 

none of his chosen can perish, of which 

rj ktiow you are, my dearly be- 
bred sister. God the faith 
thereof daily more and more’in you: may 
he give unto you to hang wholly on him, 
and on his providence and protection. 
For whoso dwelleth under the secret and 
help of the Lord, Ke shall be quite. sure 
for evermore. He that dwelleth, 1 say ; 
for if we are flitters, and not dwellers, as 
Lot was a flitter from Zoar, where God 
promised him protection if he had dwelt 
there still, we shall remove to our loss, as 
he did to the mountains. 

Dwell therefore, that is, trust in the 
Lord, my dear sister, and that finally, 
unto the end, and you shall be as Mount 
Zion. As mountains compass Jerusalem, 
so doth the Lord all his people. How 
then can he forget you, which are as the 
apple of his eye, for his dear Son’s sake? 
Ah, dear heart! that I were now but one 
half hour with you, to be a Simon to 
help carry your cross with you. God 
send you some good Simon to be with, ¢ 
you and heh you. 

You complain in your letters of the 
blindness of your mind, and the troubles 
you feel through talk with some. God 
make you thankful for that which he has 
given unto you: may he ppen your eyes 
to see what and how great benefits you 
have received; that you may be less 
covetous, or rather less impatient, for so | 
I fear it should be called, and more thank- 
ful. Have you not received at his hands 
sight to see your blindness, and a desirous 
and seeking heart, to see where he abid- 
eth in the mid-day, as his dear spouse 
speaketh of herself in the Canticles? 
Oh! Joyce, my good Joyce, what a gift 
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heaven; in darkness, it beholds bright- 


dob see God, but as you would say under 


- from heaven upon his goods ? Who over- 


yet Job pierced through all these, and saw 
’ God’s works, saying, “ The Lord hath 


_ @arkness and dimness, by faith do see 


_ for they mourn, and do not you so ? 
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is this! Many have some sight, but I 
know none that have this sobbing and 
sighing, none this seeking which you have, 
but such as he has married unto him in 
his mercies. ‘You are not content to kiss 
his feet with the Magdalen, but you would 
be kissed even with the kisses of his 
mouth. Cant. i. You would see his face 
with Moses, forgétting how he bids us seek 
his face. Psalm xxvii. Yé@a, and that 
forever, Psalm cv., which signifies no such 
sight as you desire. to see in this present 
life, which would sée God now face to 
fage ; whereas he cahnot séen but 
covered under something, yea, something 
in that which is, as you would say, clean 
contrary to God,— as to see his mercy in 
his anger. In what appears bringing us 
to hell, faith sees him bringing us to 


ness; in hiding his face from us,, it be- 
holds his cheerful countenance. How did 
Satan’s cloak? For who cast the fire 


threw his house and stirred up men to 
take away his cattle, but Satan? And 


given, the Lord hath taken away,” &c. 

In reading the Psalms, how often do 
you see that David in the shadow of death 
saw God's sweet love! And so, my 
dearly beloved, I see that you, in your 


charity and brightness; by faith, I say, 
because faith is of things absent, of.things 
hoped, for, of things which I appeal to 
your conscience whether you desire not. 
And can you desiré anything which you 
know not? And is there any other true 
knowledge of heavenly things than by 
faith ? d 

Therefore, my dear heart, be thankful, 
for (before God I write it) you have great 
cause. Ab, my Joyce! how happy is the 
state wherein you are! Verily, you are 
even in the blessed state of God’s childr 


that not for worldly weal, but for spirit- 
ual riches, faith, hope, charity, &e. Do 
you not hunger and thirst for righteous 
ness? And I pray you, saith not Christ, 
who cannot lie, that happy are such? — 
How should God wipe away the tears 
from your eyes in heaven, if now on earth 
you shed no tears? How could heaven 
be a place of rest, if you found it on 
earth? How could you desire to be at 
home, if in your journey you found no 
grief 2; How could you so often call upon 
God, and talk with him, as a ya you 
do; if ‘your! enemy slept all day | long ? 
How should you elsewhere be made like 
unto Christ, I mean in joy, if you sobbed 
not with him i insorrow? If you will have 
joy and felicity, you must needs first feel 
sorrow and misery. If you will go to 
heaven, you must sail by hell. If you 
will embrace Christ in his robes, you must 
not scorn him in his rags. If you will 
sit at Christ’s table in his kingdom, you 
must first abide with him in his tempta- 
tion. If you will drink of his cup of glory, 
forsake not his cup of ignominy. *— 

Can the head corner-stone be rejected, 
and the more base stones in God’s build- 
ing be esteemed in this world ? You are 
one of his lively stones ; be content there- 
fore to be hewn and snagged at, that you 
may be made more meet to be joined to 
your fellows which suffer with you Satan’s | 
snatches, the world’s wounds, the accusa- ~ 
tions of conscience, and threats of the © 
flesh, through which they are enforced to — 
ery, Oh! wretches that we are, who shall 
deliver us ? You are of, God’s corn ; fear 
not therefore the’ flail, the fan, millstone, 
nor oven. You are one of Christ’s lambs, 
look therefore to be fleeced, hailed at, 
and even slain. 

If you were a market sheep, you should 
go in more fat and grassy pasture; if you 
were for the fair, you should be Sstall-fed, 
and want no weal; but because you are 
of God’s own occupying, therefore you 


:}must pasture on the bare common, abid- 


ing the storms and tempests that fall. 


ta 
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Happy, and twice hos are you, my 
dear sister, that God now haleth you 
whither you would not, that you might 
come whither you would. Suffer a little 
and be still. Let Satan rage against you, 
let the world cry out, let your conscience 
accuse you, let the law load you and press 
you down, yet shall they not prevail, for 
Christ is Emmanuel, that is, God with us. 
If God be with us, who can be against us ? 
The Lord is with you; youn Father can- 


not forget” you; ; your Spouse loveth you. 


the waves and surges arise, ery with’ 


Peter, “ Lord, I perish!” and he will put 


‘out his hand and help you; cast out your 
anchor of hope, and it will not cease for 
_ all the stormy surges, till it take hold on 


the rock of God’s truth and mercy. 

Think not that he, who has given you 
60 many things corporeally, as foretastes 
of spiritual and heavenly mercies, and 
that without your deserts or desire, can 
deny any spiritual comfort you desire. 
For if he give to desire, he will give you 
to have and to enjoy the thing desired. 
The desire to have and the going about 


to ask ought to certify your conscience 


that they are his earnest of the thing 
which if you ask he will give you; yea, 
before you ask and whilst you are about 
to ask, he will grant the same, as Isaiah 
saith, to his glory and your eternal conso- 


lation. He that spared not his own Son 
‘for you will not and cannot think any- 
thing too good for you, my heartily be- 
loved. | 
If he had not chosen you, as most cer- 


tainly he has, he would not have so called 
you; he would never have justified ) ou ; 
he would never have so glorified you with 
his gracious gifts, which I know, praised 
‘be his name therefor; he would never 
have so exercised your faith with tempta- 
tions, as he hath done and still does, if he 
had not chosen you. If he has chosen 
you, as doubtless, dear heart, he has done 
in Christ, for in you I have seen his ear- 


nest, and before me you could not deny 
it, I know both where and when,—if, 1 


say, he has chosen you, then neither can 
you, nor ever shall you, perish. For if 
you fall, he putteth under his hand ; you 
shall not lie still, so careful is Christ your 
keeper over you; never was mother so 
mindful over her child as he is over you; 
and has not he always been so? 

Speak, woman, when did he finally 
forget you, and: will he now} _ you, in 
your most need, do; otherwisé, while you 
are calling upon him, and desiring to 

lease him ? Ah! my Joyce, t think 


hat God ‘is mutablé ? Is he a change- i 


ling? Does not he love to the end them 


whom he loveth? Are not his gifts and 


callings such that he cannot repent of 
them? For else he were no God. If 
you should perish, then he would want 
power; for am certain his will towards 
you is not to be doubted. Hath not the 
Spirit, which is the Spirit of truth, told 
you so? And will you now hearken with 
Eve to the lying spirit, which would have 
you, not to despair (no, he goeth more 
eraftily to work, howbeit to produce that 
end if you should give ear unto it, which 
God forbid) ; but to doubt and to stand 
in a mammering,* and so should you 
never truly love God, but serve him of 
servile fear, lest he should cast you off for 
your unworthiness and unthankfulness ; 
as though your thankfulness or worthiness 
were any cause with God' why he hath 
chosen you, or will finally keep Vou. 
Therefore, my dearly beloved, arise, 
and remember from $whence you are fal- 
len; you have a Shepherd which neithe 
slumbereth nor sleepeth; no man nor 
devil can pull you out of his hands; mght 
and day he commandeth his angels to 
keep you. Have you forgotten what 


read to you out of the twenty-third Ve Hig 


“The Lord is my Shepherd; I can want 
nothing?” Do you not know that God 
barred Noah in the ark on the outsule, so 
that he could not get out? So has he 
done to you, my good sister, so has he 


* Hesitating. 
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done to you. Ten thousand shall fall on| shall see he will turn to you. What said 
your right hand, and twenty thousand on|Iyou shall see? Nay, I should have said, 
your left hand, yet no evil shall touch} you shall perceive he will turn to you. 
you; say boldly therefore, “ Many atime, | You know that Moses, when he went to 
from my youth up, they have fought] the mount to talk with God, entered into 
against me, but they have not prevailed ;”| a dark cloud, and Elias had his face cov 
no, nor ever shall prevail; for the Lord|ered when God passed by; both these 
is round about his people; and who are| dear friends of God heard God, but they 
the people of God, but such as hope in| saw him not; but you would be preferred 
him? Happy are they that hope in the| before them! Sve now, my dear heart, 
and you are one of those, my dear | how covetous you are. Ah! be thankful, 
Fa ‘heart; for I am assured you have hoped| be thankful; but, God be praised, your 
in the Lord; I haye your words to show coyetousness is Moses’s covetousness. | : 
- . “# most manifestly ; and I know they were | Well, with him, you shall be satisfied ; en 
£ ‘written unfeignedly; I need not say that | but when? Forsooth, when he shall ap- 
even before God you have simply con-| pear. Here is not the time of seeing, 
fessed this to me, and that oftentimes no| but, as it were, in a glass. Isaac was de- 
less. And once if you had this hope, as| ceived, because he was not content with 
you doubtless had it, though now you feel | hearing only. | 
it not, yet shall you feel it again; for the| I beseech you, I pray you, I desire you, 
anger of the Lord lasteth but a moment, | I crave at. your hands, with all my very 
but his mercy lasteth forever. Tell me,| heart, I ask of you with hand, pen, tongue 
my dear heart, who hath so weakened} and mind, in Christ, through Christ, for 
you ?—surely not a persuasion which Christ, for his name, blood, mercies, 
came from him that called you. For why | power, and truth’s sake, my most entirely 
should you. waver? Why should you} beloved sister, that you admit no doubt- 
waver, and be so heavy-hearted ? Whom| ing of God’s final mercies towards you, 
look you on? On yourself? on your| howsoever you feel yourself. But com- 
worthiness? on your thankfulness? on/| plain to God, and crave of him, as of 
that which God requireth of you, as faith | your tender and dear Father, all things, 
hope, love, fear, joy, &c.? Then can you! and in that tinte which shall be- most Op- 
not but waver indeed ; for what have you| portune you shall find and feel, far above 
as God requireth? Believe you, hope| what your heart, or the heart of any 
you, love you, &c. as much as you should | creature, can conceive, to your eternal 
doe? No, no, nor ever can in this life. joy. Amen, Amen, Amen. 
Ah! my dearly beloved, have you so soon| The good Spirit of God always keep us 
forgotten that which should ever be had | as his dear children ; may he comfort you, ‘ 
in memory—namely, that when you/as I desire to be comforted, my dearly 
would and should be certain and quiet in| beloved, for evermore. Amen. 
conscience, then should your faith burst} I break off thus abruptly, because our 
through all things, that you have in you, | common prayer-time calls me. The peace 
or which are ig heaven, earth, or hell,| of Christ dwell in both our hearts for 
| until it come to Christ crucified, and the| evermore. Amen. Per 
& eternal sweet mercies and goodness of 
God in Christ? Here, here is the resting 
place, here is your spouse’s bed; creep 
into it, and in your arms of faithembrace| “Make no more resolutions to do what 


se him, bewail your weakness, your un-| you never will; but know your weakness, 
a worthiness, your diflidence, &c., and you| trust and pray.” kit 
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PANTING FOR LIGHT. 


The following communication seems to call for, 
and has received, a personal answer. Some of its 
difficulties have also been considered in a pre- 
vious number of the Guide. But still, as it possi- 


bly presents the experience of many professing 


Christians, walking in darkness, and of others 
who, having passed through it, have emerged into 
the light and liberty of the children of God, we 
introduce it here. We trust some of our corres- 
pondente, who may have a personal acquaintance 
with the cause and cure of the writer's spiritual 
malady, will feel moved to respond, through our 


paper, to the inquiries so earnestly put forth in 
this letter.— Ep. GUIDE. 


PRESUMING you to be possessed of the 
spirit of the Master, after years of per- 
plexity, and, at times, of suffering; and 
having exhausted, seemingly, every ordi- 
nary resource, I come to you to ask, “ Can 


_ you tell me the way to Jesus? Can you 


‘ ‘ point out the hindrances that debar me 


“from entering into rest ? “Can you lead 
me to the all-cleansing fountain, and show 
me into God’s armory, where the saints 
are equipped ¢ Can you fell me why I 
worship in the “outer court,” and have 
not yet found my way into the “ho- 
liest?” In short, can you tell me how J 
can become fitted to do all the will of God, 
and redeem my life from that comparative 
failure which it threatens to be ? Not that 
I desire to have you define the way of 
holiness in general, nor tell how it is to 


‘be sought and found in general; but I 


want you to tell me, if you can, how J 
can enter in; for this is what I perish to 
know. Nobody’s case is like mine, none 
so strange, none so dark and mysterious. 
The limits of this sheet will allow me 
to state my case but briefly ; and in the 
multitude of thoughts that crowd my mind, 
I will endeavor to suppress all that do not 
seem pertinent to the case. LHighteen 
years ago, that is, when a child of nine 
years, I began seeking God. Until I was 
fourteen I sought him almost constantly 
with many prayers and tears; but all this 
time, as I afterward supposed, gathering 


tight around me the fetters of unbelief. 


12 


Then an older sister being converted, I 
opened my heart to her, and she led me 
to trust in Jesus. Since then I have ina 
measure counted all things loss for Christ, 
and set my face asa flint Zionward. Very 
soon after my conversion, I felt sorrow on 
account of inward unholiness beyond any- 
thing I had ever felt in’seeking the par- 
don ‘ol sin. I satisfied myself fin regard 
to the attainabilityipf a clean heart, and 
set about seeking it: Not, I trust, neglect- 
ing the Bible; Ww esley, 
and the books you publish generally, have 
been my constant companions, and the 
Guide I have esteemed as my necessary 
food. Sometimes for weeks, and even 
months together, almost every breath has 
been a prayer for purity. All this time 
I have had heaviness and continual sor- 
row in my heart daily. Then I have 
Striven for the prize,— poured out my 
sou! in prayer till body and mind were 
exhausted. Meanwhile darkness gath- 
ered thicker around me. I tried to be- 
lieve, but no help, no light. Then I have 
fought against despair, and, rallying my 
exhausted powers, have trusted feebly in 
God. Not daring or wishing’ to turn 
from the narrow way, I have gone feebly 
on trying to do the will of God as best I 
could. Always it has been thus; the 
more earnestly I have sought, the deeper 
has been the sorrow, the darker the way 5S 
yet such convictions have I had for holi- 
ness as have left no alternative but to 
seek. aF ormerly, my ‘motive for desiring 
this blessing was that I might be holy be- 
fore God, for my inward corruption was 
loathsome. More recently, it has been 
that I might be prepared to labor for 
God. I dare not shrink from responsibil- 
ities, but I am straitened beyond measure 
in meeting them. I see sinners perishing, 
but my heart is like a stone. J have never 
attempted to labor much for them. I see 
multitudes of carnal professors in whose 
ears I would fain sound the alarm, but I 
lack the power; a few like myself are 
‘thirsting after righteousness, groping in 
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the dark, with no one to explain to them 
the way of faith. When I reflect on these 
things my soul almost chooses death rather 
than this life. I seem to myself utterly 
powerless as a Christian laborer. When 
others testify of God’s fulness in their 
souls, instead of its being a source of en- 
couragement to me, it is as an arrow to 


my soul, making, as I cannot help, the 


Comparison state d my 
"own. When I see one struggling 


1 n unbe- 
lief and darkness after the higher life, 


knowing that if my lips touched 


with the living fire I could help them on 
to God, the sense of my responsibility and 
helplessness becomes a burden insupporta- 
ble. I fear to mingle in society lest some 
such responsibility shall face me. In times 
of revival, my own necessities overwhelm 
me, and I do not seem to care for others. 
I cherish no idol; I love not the world, 
and would be willing to do anything for 
God if I had a prepared heart. In my 
temporal concerns I am in the habit of 
trusting, God’s guidance. Notwith- 
standing ‘what I have written, I have 


sometimes peace in believing, and am| 


never led to doubt of my interest in 
Christ. But I see no way to be deliv- 
ered from the difficulties of which I have 
spoken, having so long and earnestly 
sought deliverance apparently without 
success. You will probably conclude that 
I lack faith. This is undoubtedly the case ; 
but how shall I obtain it? Shall it be by 
an effort of the mind to believe? Shall 
it be by commencing, though feebly, the 


habit of faith ? Can I have, should I seek | 


for a speedy delivery from my distréssing 


conflicts, or have my powers betome so 


weakened in a habitual course of unbe- 
‘hef that I must begin slowly to recover ? 
Must I consecrate myself to God as well 


-:as I can, and then, with or without the 


‘sensible evidence of a change, begin to do 


the works of a sanctified Christian, deliev- 


.ing I know not what? I have tried this 


latter repeatedly, but it has never suc- 


ceeded. Do you tell me to consecrate 


myself wholly to God, and then believe 
that he sanctifies me? This is a hard 
saying ; who can hear it? Lhave had many 
advisers. One tells me to think no more 
about self, but go about the work of my 
Master. Another tells me I am already 
sanctified if I will only believe it. ‘To 
others my case is an inexplicable mystery. 
Miserable comforters are they all. I stand 
out before the world as an uncompro- 
mising Christian. I have made this pro- 
fession. I dare not revoke it. God thrusts . 


me on, and hedges up my rear. Others — 


look to me for counsel; whither shall I 
flee ? I have got to do something or basely 
dishonor the cause. Life is fleeting, eter- 
nity nearing. How shall I get the bap- 
tism? If you will stoop to help one of 
Christ’s little ones, may be you will be 
doing something for your Master. 
Yours, most unworthily, 
U. E. T. 


GOD’S TRUTH IN HUMAN UT- 
TERANCES. 


THE utterances of pious souls, in all 
ages, are to me often like fountains in a 
thirsty land, strengthening and refreshing, 
yet not without an aftertaste of human 
frailty and inadequateness, a slight bitter- 
ness of disappointment and unsatisfied 
quest. Who has not felt at times that the 
letter killeth, that prophecies fail, and 
tongues cease to edify, and been ready to 
say, with the author of the Imitation of 
Christ, “Speak, Lord, for thy servant — 
heareth ? Let not Moses nor the prophets ~ 
speak to me} but speak thou rather, who 
art the Inspirer and Enlightener of all: I 
am weary with reading and hearing many 
things; let all teachers hold their peace ; 
let all creatures keep silence ; speak thou 
alone to me.” 


“ There can be no true peace with God 
without faithfulness in duty, and a reso- 
lute abhorrence of all sin.” 
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GOD THE KEEPER’ OF THE 
FAITHFUL SOUL. 


** Wherefore, let them that suffer according to 
the will of God, commit the keeping of their 
souls to him in well-doing, as unto a faithful 
Creator.” —1 Pet. iv. 19, 


THESE words contain the true princi- 
ple of Christian patience and tranquil- 
lity of mind in the sufferings of this life, 
expressing both wherein it consists and. 
what are the grounds it. 

1. It lies in this, committing the soul 
unto God in well-doing. If you would 
commit your soul to the keeping of God 


holy soul that walks in any way of wick- 
edness, whether known or secret, is no 
fit commodity to put into his pure hand 
to keep. ‘Therefore, as you would have 
this confidence to give your holy God the 
keeping of your soul, and that he may 
accept of it and take it off your hand, 


art, at thine own hazard, exposed to ar- 
mies of mischiefs and miseries. 

This then is primarily to be looked to 
— you that would have safety in God in 
evil times, beware of evil ways. If you 
will be safe in him, you must stay with 
him, and in all your ways keep within 
him as your fortress. le that dwelleth in 


abide under the shalow of the Almighty. 
‘He that wanders not, but stays there, 
Shall find himself there hidden from dan- 
ger. They that rove out from God in 
their ways are disquieted and_ tossed 


,, With fears; this is the fruit of their own 
know that he is a holy God; and an un- | 


ways; but the soul that is indeed given 
to him to keep, keeps near him. 

Study pure and holy walking, if you 
would have your confidence firm, and 
have boldness and joy in*“God. You will 
find that a little sin will shake your 
trust and disturb your peace more than 


the greatest sufferings; yea, in those suf- 


beware of wilful pollutions and unholy | ferings, your assurance and joy in God 


ways. 
ashamed of you, and disclaim you. 
and yet walk inordinately ? 


cannot well be, you cannot well be- 
lieve it to be. Loose ways will loosen 


As this’ 


Shall. peace will go out. 
jt be said that you live under his shelter, | ‘break in upon it to break it, but sin doth. 
All the winds which blow about the — 


Walk so as you may not discredit | will grow and abound most if sin be kept 
your Protector, and move him to be out. 


So much sin as gets in, so much 


earth from all points stir it not; only 
that within the bowels of it makes the 


your hold of him and confidence in him. ‘earthquake. 


Jet who will be so, he will not be a guar- 
dian and patron of wickedness. 


- You will be driven to question your in- | 
7 térest, and to think, “Surely, I do but 
' délude myself. Can I be under his safe- 
guard, and yet follow the course of the 
world, and my corrupt heart? Certainly, 


I do not mean that for infirmities a 
Christian ought to be discouraged. But 
take heed of walking in any way of sin, 
for’ that will gnecttle: thy confidence. 

Commit the keeping of their souls. 


No; he. 


Lord is an entire protector. 
the bodies, yea, ‘all that bebiens tio the 


is not a God that hath pleasure in wicked- ‘believer, and, as much as is good for him, 
ness, nor shall evil dwell with him. If thou makes all safe, keeps all his bones, not one 


give thy soul to him to keep upon the of them is broken; yea, says our Saviour, 


terms of liberty to sin, he will turn it out | the very hairs of your head are all num- 


of his doors, and remit it back to thee to’ 'bered. 


But that which, as in the believ- 


look to as thou wilt thyself. Yea, in the. -er’s account and in God’s account, so cer- 
ways of sin, thou dost indeed steal it tainly in itself is most precious, is princi- 
back, and carriest it out from him; thou | pally committed and received into his 


puttest thyself out of the compass of his keeping, their souls. 
defence, goest without the trenches, and 


They would most 
cladly be secured in that, and that shall 


Afflictions cannot 


The . 
He keeps* 4 


the secret place of the Most High shail . « 
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be safe in the midst of all hazards. 
Their chief concern is, that whatsoever 
be lost, this may not; this is the jewel, 
and therefore the prime care is of this. 
If the soul be safe, all is well; it is riches 
enough. What shall it profit a man, though 
» he gain the whole world, says our Saviour, 
and lose his own soul? And so, what 
shall it disprofit a man, though he lose 
the whole world if he gain his soul ? 
Nothing at all. 

When !times of trial come, O what a 
bustle to hide this and that; to flee, and 
carry away and make safe that which is 
but trash and rubbish to the precious 
soul; but how few thoughts of that! 
Were we in our wits, that would be all at 
all times, not only in trouble, but in days 
of peace. O how shall I make sure 
about my soul? Let all go as it may, 
can I but be secured and persuaded in 
that point, I desire no more. 

Now the way is this, commit it to God: 
this many say, but’ few do. Give your 
souls into his hand, lay them up there, so 
the word is, and they are safe, and may 
be quiet and composed. . 

Learn from hence what is the proper 
act of faith; it rolls the soul over on 
God, ventures it in his hand, and rests 


the chief safety thou seekest, to be kept 
from iniquity, from thine own iniquity, 
thy beloved sins? Dost thou desire to 
dwell in him, and walk with him? Then, 
whatsoever be thy guiltiness and unwor- 
thiness, come forward, and give him thy 
soul to keep. If he should seem to refuse 
it, press it on him. If he stretch not 
forth his hand, lay it down &t his foot, 
and leave it there, and resolve not to 
take it back. Say, “Lord, thou hast 
made these souls; thou callest for them 


again to be committed to thee; here is § 
It is unworthy, but what soul is ~ 


one. 
not so? It is most unworthy, but there- 
in will the riches of thy grace appear 
most in receiving it.” And thus leave it 
with him, and know, he will make thee 
a good account of it. Now, should you 
lose goods, or credit, or friends, or life 


itself, it imports not; the main concern 


is sure, if so be thy soul is out of hazard. 
I suffer these things for the gospel, says the 


apostle; nevertheless I am not ashamed ; 
Why? for I know whom I have believed, 


and am persuaded that he is able to keep 
that which I have committed unto him 
against that day. 

2. The ground of this confidence is in 


these two things, the ability and the fidel- 
ity of him in whom we trust. There is il 
much in a persuasion of the power .of 
God. Though few think they question | 
that, there is in us a secret unbelief even | 
in that point. Therefore the Lord so | 
often makes mention of: it in the proph- 
ets. And, on this point, the apostle Paul 
is particularly express: J am persuaded — 
that he is able to keep, etc. (So this apos- 
keep, so unworthy, so guilty a soul?|tle: Kept by the power of God through 
Were it not presumption?” O what | faith unto salvation, ready to be revealed in 
sayest thou? ‘Why dost thou thus dis-| the last time,i. 5. This the apostle here 
honor him and disquiet —" ? If thou | implies in that word Creator. If he was. 
hast a purpose to walk in any way of! able to give them being, surely he is able 
wickedness, indeed thou art not for him; | to keep them from perishing. This rela- 
yea, thou comest not near him to give | tion of a Creator implies likewise a be- 
him thy soul. But wouldst thou have it nign propension and good-will to the 
delivered from sin, rather than from trou- | works of his hands. If he gave them us 
ble, yea, rather than from hell? Is that | at first, when once they were not, form- 


satisfied concerning it, being there. And 
there is no way but this to be quiet with- 
in, to be impregnable and immovable in 
all assaults, and fixed in all changes, be- 
lieving in his free love. Therefore be 
persuaded to resolve on that; not doubt- 
ing and disputing, “ Whether shall I 
believe or*not? Shall I think he will 
suffer me to lay my soul upon him to 
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ing them out of nothing, will he not give 
us them again, being put into his hand 
for safety ? And as he is powerful, he is 
no less faithful, a faithful Creator, truth 
itself. Those who believe on him, he 
eH deceives or disappoints. Well 
ight St. Paul say, J know fs I have 
trusted. O the advantage of faith! It en- 
gages the truth and the power of God. 
His royal word and honor lies upon: it, to 
preserve the soul that faith gives him. 
If he remain able and faithful to perform 
his word, that soul shall not perish. 
There is another ground of quietness 
contained in the first word, which looks 
back to the foregoing discourse: Where- 
fore —what? Seeing that your re- 
proaches and sufferings are not endless, 
_ yea, that they are short, they shall end, 
quickly end, and end in glory, be not 


troubled about them, overlook them.. 


The eye of faith will do it. A moment 
gone, and what are they? This is the 
great cause of our disquietness in present 
troubles and griefs; we forget their end. 
We are affected by our condition in this 
present life, as if it were all, and it is 
nothing. Oh, how quickly shall all the 
enjoyments and all the sufferings of this 
life pass away, and be as if they had not 
been! 


“T WILL GIVE YOU REST.” 


TOSsED on the billows of life's sea, 

Where shall the weary soul find rest? 

Oh where, dear Saviour, can it flee 
But to tay breast? 


There it may find bs swect repose, 

A calm and heavenly rest, 

A rest that’s only known to those 
Whom thou hast blest; 


Sweet rest from soul-corroding cares, 
From vain ambition, lust, and pride. 
In vain the fowler lays his snares 

| While here we hide. 


E’en crosses are inscribed with love, 

And toil doth wear a smiling face; 

We fezl, while rest comes from above, 
No weariness. 


ter,” his “ Blessed King 
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Durine the time of his last sickness, he 
uttered many savory speeches, and often 
broke out in a kind of sacred rapture, ex- 
alting and commending the Lord Jesus. 
Especially when, his end drew near, he 
often called him his } Blessed Mas+ , 
Some days 
before his death, he said, “I shall shine; 
I shall see him as he is; I shall see him 
reign, and all his fair company with him, 
and I shall have my large share. Mine 
eyes shall see my Redeemer, these very 
eyes of mine, and none for me. This may 
seem a wide word; but it is no fancy or 
delusion ; it is true. Let myLord’s name 
be exalted, and, if he will, let my name 
be grinded to pieces, that he may be all 
in all. If he should slay me ten thousand 
times I will trust in him.” He often re- 
peated Jer. xv. 16, “Thy words were 
found, and I did eat them.” 

When exhorting one to diligence, he 
said, “It is no easy thing to be a Chris- 
tian. For me, I have got the victory, and 
Christ is holding out both his arms to 
embrace me.” At another time, to 
some friends present, he said, “ At the 
beginning of my sufferings I had mine 
own fears, like other sinful men, lest I 
should faint, and not be carried credit- 
ably through, and [ laid this before the 
Lord, and as sure as he ever spake to me 
in his Word, as sure as his Spirit witness- 
eth to my heart, he hath accepted my ¢ 
sufferings. -He said to me, [Tear not; 
the outgate shall not be simply matter of 
prayer but matter of praise. I said to the 
Lord, If he should slay me five thousand 
times five thousand, I will trust in him; 
and I speak with much trembling, fearing 
I should not make my part good; but as 
really as ever he spake to me by his Spirit, 
he witnessed to my heart that his grace _ 
would be sufficient.” The Thursday highs 
before his death, being much grieved with 
the state of the public, he had this expres- 
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sion, “ Horror hath taken hold on me.” 
And afterwards, falling on his own con- 
dition, he said, “I renounce all that ever 
he made me will and do, as defiled and 
imperfect as coming from me; I betake 
mvself to Christ for sanctificatioa as well 
as justification;” repeating these words, 
‘“ He is made of God to me wisdom, right- 
eousness, sanctification, and redemption; ” 
adding, “ I close with it, let him be so, he 
is my all in all.” 

‘The next morning, as he recovered out 
of a fainting, in which they who:ookesk on 
expected bis dissolution, ‘he said, “T feel, 
I feel, I believe, I joy and rejoice, I feed 
on manna.” Mr. Blair, whose praise is 
in the churches, being present when he 


- took a littlegwine in a spoon to refresh 


himself, being then very weak, said to 
him, “ Ye feed on dainties in heaven, and 
think nothing of our cordials on earth.” 
He answered, “ They are all but dung; 
but they are Christ’s creatures, and out of 
obedience to his command I take them. 
Mine eyes shall see my Redeemer; I 


know he shall stand at the last day upon 
the earth; and I shall be caught up in the 
clouds to meet him in the air, and I shail 
ever be with him; and what would you 
have more? There is an end.” And 
stretching out his hands, he said again, 


he said, “I have been a sinful man, but I 
stand at the best pass ever a man did: 
Christ is mine, and I am his.” He spoke 
much of the white stone and new name. 
Mr. Blair, who loved with all his heart to 
hear Christ commended, said to.,him again, 
“ What think ye now of Christ?” To 
which he answered, “I shall live and 
adore him. Glory, glory to my Creator 
and my Redeemer forever! Glory shines 
in Emmanuel’s land.” In the afternoon 
of that day he said, “ Oh! that all my 
brethren in the ministry may know what 
a Master I have served, and what peace 
I have this day. I shall sleep in Christ, 
and when I awake, I shall be satisfied 
with his likeness. This night shall close 


And a little after, 


the door, and put my anchor within the 
veil, and I shall go away in asleep by five 
of the clock in the morning ;” which ex- 
actly fell out. Though he was very weak, 
he had often this expression, “ Oh! for 
arms to embrace Him! Oh! for a well- 
tuned harp !” 


. JAfterwards, when some one spoke to him 


of hisformer painfulness and faithfulness in 
the ministry, he said, “I disclaim all that; 

the port that I would be at is redemption 
and forgiveness through blood, —* Thou 
shalt show" me the Path of life; in Thy 
sight is fulness of j joy.’ There is nothing 
now betwixt me and the resurrection, but 
‘To-day thou shalt be with me in Para- 
dise.’” Mr. Blair saying, “ Shall I praise 
the Lord for all the mercies he has done, 
and is to do for you?” he answered, 
“Oh! for a well-tuned harp!” To his 
child he~said, “I have again left you 
upon the Lord: it may be: you will tell 
this to others, that the lines are fallen to 
me in pleasant places. I have got a goodly 
heritage. .I- bless the Lord that he gave 
me counsel.” 

Thus, by five o’clock in the morning, 
as he himself foretold, it was said unto 
him, “ Come up hither,” and he gave up 
the ghcst,—-the renowned eagle took its 
flight into the mountain of spices. 


“JESUS WILL TAKE ME HOME.” 


WueEwN Colonel Herman Canfield was 
wounded at the battle of Pittsburgh Land- 
ing, knowing that his wound would be 
fatal, he expressed a wish to his young 
brother-in-law that he would take him 
home to his family. But, as the battle 
raged, the enemy pressed upon them, so 
that they were in momentary fear of 
being made prisoners. 


chaplain, and many others who were in at- 
tendance upon the wounded, were taken. 
But, remarkable as it may appear, they 
were left unmolested. That was a mo- 
ment of trial to them both. His brot he 


The surgeon, the 
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in-law was not able, without aid, to con- 
vey ‘him to a place of safety, and he 
expressed a fear that he should not be 
able to comply with his request. To 
which ithe colonel calmly replied, “ Never 
mind , ‘Charley, Jesus will take me home.” 

Oh, what childlike trust, what Christian 
faith is there expressed! Having lived near 
to God, and long trusted in his sure prom- 
ises, he had no doubts now. He knew ' 
that the Lord of hosts was present on 


the battle-field as well as in the peaceful |. 


home. As he lay there, his life-blood 
ebbing from a ghastly wound in his lungs, 
he testified of the goodness of God, and 
showed with what fearlessness a Christian 
may yield his soul to him who gave it. 

At last assistance arrived, and he was 
borne on a stretcher through low, marshy 
defiles, and over rough, pathless wood- 
land, toward the Tennessee. At night 
they encamped upon its bank. It was 


the last night he passed upon earth. A 
- dark and fearful one it was to his com- 


panions. <A storm raged about them; 
the very elements seemed pouring forth 
their sad requiems for the dying and the 
dead. During the vivid flashes of light- 
ning, they had glimpses of the agoniz- 
ing features of their beloved commander. 
And many were their anxious inquiries ; 


- but he assured them that though his phys- 


ical sufferings were great, his soul was at 
peace with God, and he knew he would 
soon be at rest. Doubtless he caught 
glimpses of that brighter world where 
darkness and death canfiot enter, because 
God is the light thereof. What that brave 
soldier and true Christian suffered during 
that night of agony, none but God can 


know. He did not murmur at his fate, | 


and thought not his life too great a sacri- 
fice for the cause in which he fell. 
The following day he was removed to 


a hospital- ship, where his wounds were 
carefully dressed. But he gradually grew 
weaker until evening, when, leaving ten- 
der messages for his loved wife ‘and chil- 
dren, .he ‘calmly committed his soul to 
God, and Jesus took him home. 
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THE SERVANT OF THE CHURCH IN 
ILLNESS. 
69 EVERTON House, 
Liverpool, Sept. 1862. 

DEAREST Sister: The state of my 
health is such that I scarcely dare trust 
| myself to take my pen; but as dear Dr. 
P. is writing in reply to a letter just re- 
ceived from S. and W., I cannot forbear 
sending an accompanying line. 

I need not tell you that since my last, 
of several weeks ago, I have been flick- 
ering for days between the two worlds. 
I seemed so near the haven of rest that I 
had little expectation of returning. And 
yet I had no intimation of what the Lord 
was about to do with me; such was the 
rapid force of disease, day after day, that 
I knew not which wave would bear me to 
the eternal shore. 

In the midst of all, I felt that the ever- 
lasting arms were underneath and around 
me, and for worlds I would not have taken 


tolive or to die. Still, when I looked 

abroad over the world, and saw the great 
work to be done, and the laborers so few, 

and thought of the little I had done, in 

comparison to what I might have done, 

my heart was almost ready to break in 

agony for souls. 

Though my unworthiness is great, and- 
shortcomings many, yet I do rejoice in 
the consciousness I have of sympathy with 
my Saviour in love for souls. How often : 
has my heart breathed out from its deep- ie 
est recesses, — 


‘¢ My spirit to Calvary bear, 
4'o suffer and triumph with thee.” 


I want my heart to rest so closely on 
the heart of my all-glorious, precious Re- 
deemer and Saviour, that its every pulsa- 
tion may beat in unison with his, and all 
its sympathies flow out upon the world 
through him. 
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I believe I have been restored in an- 
swer to the intercessions of God’s people. 
“The prayer of faith shall save the 
sick,” said a Christian brother, in praying 
for me, yesterday. “ Lord, in answer to 
the ten thousand prayers which have been 
presented, restore our sister, so that she 
may again, and speedily, be permitted to 
enter upon her happy toil in bringing 
souls.to thee;” and to this I am sure you 


will say, Amen. 


We. are delighted with the reports we 
receive fiom time to time of the Tuesday 
meeting in ‘the Guide, and in the Beauty 
of Holiness; and thus it is with others. 
A brother, who has long been a subscri- 
ber to the Guide, thought to-day that he 
would be almost willing to take a voyage 


to America to attend the Tuesday meet- 


ing. So you see the testimonies given 
there refresh souls here at three thousand 
miles’ distance. My heart is feeling unut- 
terable sorrow for the state of my beloved 
country. Ihave no hope of the success 
of our army unless emancipation is pro- 
claimed. Yours, | 
P. 


TUESDAY MEETING. 


One said she had found, in her expe- 
rience, that the Lord is not a hard master; 
does not require her to be in two places 


’ at once, or engaged in but one duty ata 


time. She had found that the obligation 
which had hindered her from her closet at 
the accustomed time was nota loss; but 


_that duty is a means of grace, whether 


public or private, in travelling or in com- 
pany. When deprived of retirement, she 


had found the presence of the Lord. 


This abiding of his love is the fruit of 
his holiness, in which she greatly rejoiced. 
- With much feeling and tenderness, one 
presented the case of a soul in whom she 
was much interested, and on whose influ- 
ence the best interests of many depended. 


She begged the prayers of God’s dear 
children in his behalf. 


Mrs. D. related the conversion of a lad 
of the Five Points’ Mission, and his ex- 
ceedingly triumphant sick-bed and death. 
The pastor of the Forsythe-street church 
attended him, and said he had never wit- 
nessed such a scene of glorious triumph 
through faith in Christ. He passed away 
in a shout of triumph. When first laid 
on his bed Mrs. D. called to see him, and 
he had a novel by his side. She ex- 
pressed her surprise at him, in his state, 
reading such a book. WHe replied, the 
doctor wished him to amuse his mind, and 
keep up his spirits. She conversed and 
prayed with him. He began to think of 
his precious soul, and became absorbed 
in its eternal interests. He believed in 
Christ at night, when alone, and in his 
joy sprang from his bed, and walked the 
room in his weakness, praising the grace 
that saved him; and his end was glorious. 

Many rose for prayers. One, at the 
close of the meeting, found that the hin- 
drance in her way for years in seeking a 
clean heart was, that there were duties 
she was unwilling to perform, and that 
Satan had magnified them before her, so 
that she thought they were impossibilities. 
She was advised to lay aside the stumbling- 
blocks, and bear the cross. We think she 
left with this resolution. 


“ Faith goes before salvation, and works 
follow it; not-to-be made the ground of 
our justification, but as the necessary con- 
comitants and proper fruits of faith; and 
whenever obedience puts itself in the 
place of faith, St. Paul’s words may fitly 
be applied to it, ‘ Know that thou bearest 
not the root, but the root thee.’ Why, 
then, are works to be the great subject of 
inquiry at the day of judgment? Because 
they are the visible effects of faith, and 
only good as springing from a root of faith, 
so that the want of them proves of course 
the waxt of faith.” 


“ What makes a happy life? Knowing 


that we can smile on death.” 
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